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PENRITH CITY
COMMUNITY NEWS

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
FRAMEWORK TO DELIVER UP TO
55,000 NEW JOBS
Penrith Council has presented the
framework that will help deliver up to
55,000 new local jobs by 2031.

small business and residential services to
create between 42,000 and 55,000 new
jobs.

The Economic Development Strategy,
endorsed by Council at the end of 2016
and unveiled at a Penrith Valley Chamber
of Commerce event on 14 February, details
key industry sectors that will be targeted.

“This strategic framework shows how we
can best support economic development,
foster greater investment and ensure
there are more jobs close to home for our
residents,” Cr Thain said.

Penrith Mayor John Thain said new jobs
will be created in the key target sectors
of health, education, arts and culture,
advanced manufacturing, tourism and
advanced logistics.

“The job target is bold but can be realised
through focused action and partnering with
industry, business, governments and the
community. There are clear leverage points
and sectorial strengths for driving growth.”

This will be complemented by growth in
service activity in the night-time economy,

Penrith’s standing as a Regional City with
game-changing catalyst development

Penrith Civic Centre
601 High Street, Penrith

Queen Street Customer
Service Centre
207-209 Queen Street, St Marys

including the Western Sydney Airport,
Western Sydney Priority Growth Area,
Penrith Health and Education Precinct
and Sydney Science Park, means it is well
positioned for the future.
Penrith’s location, land, infrastructure,
increasing diversity and strong
leadership make the City unique with
multiple elements to trigger economic
development.
“This strategy is about creating
opportunities for our growing community,”
Cr Thain said.

deliver innovative and remarkable results.
“While we’re being increasingly
acknowledged as regional leaders and
recognised for our smart growth approach
to realising the community-endorsed
blueprint for Penrith, a City of the future,
we mustn’t wane in our commitment to
providing more jobs close to home.”
Go to PenrithNewWest.com.au to read the
full Economic Development Strategy.
See page 3 for a snapshot of our target
sectors

“It’s about capitalising on our region’s
prospects and ﬁnding partners to help
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SOUTH
WARD

Jim Aitken OAM
0418 288 488

Mark Davies
0416 085 597

Joshua Hoole
0417 809 773

EAST
WARD

Bernard Bratusa
0420 581 225

Todd Carney
0417 762 219

Greg Davies
0419 177 259

NORTH
WARD

Marcus Cornish
0481 033 419

Kevin Crameri OAM
0401 995 825

Tricia Hitchen
0417 365 313

Ben Price
0418 437 538

I am continually excited about what our
future holds. As we work to maximise our
City’s potential, and with the help of a
progressive Council and spirited community
leadership, our bold vision for the future
continues to take shape.

Aaron Duke
0417 685 427

Ross Fowler OAM
0419 738 484

We continue to push for the best deal for
Penrith with regards to the north-south rail
link and Western Sydney Airport and will
keep you updated on our progress on these
two projects which have the capacity to
make such an impact on our City.

Mayor

Kath Presdee
0417 396 841

Welcome to our ﬁrst newsletter of 2017.
Another exciting year has already well
and truly commenced and we again look
forward to some signiﬁcant opportunities
for our City.

As you can see from the front page of this
newsletter Council recently presented the
framework to help deliver 55,000 new local
jobs (across various industry sectors) by
2031. This is an exciting step which will give
our residents many more opportunities to
work closer to home in the future.

Dep Mayor

Karen McKeown
0401 995 945

MAYOR’S
MESSAGE

John Thain
0411 427 812

You can stay up to date with Council news and events by
following Council on twitter and liking Council’s page on facebook.

Earlier this week I was proud to host the
inaugural Innovation Seminar Series that
showcased Penrith as the centre of the
new Sydney ‘Innovation Corridor’. Keynote
speakers included leaders and innovators in
their respective sectors, along with our City
partners who are helping grow the local
economy. The seminars highlight how far
Penrith has come as a City and where we
are heading.

Next weekend we have the return of our
popular river series events ‘Music by the
River’, the ﬁrst of the year so if you’re
looking to chill out on a Sunday afternoon
by the river listening to some great local
performers then pop on down. The river
will be the place to be in 2017 and will
culminate later in the year with the hugely
popular Real Festival bringing the river to
life with a focus on the arts, environment
and our lifestyle.
In the meantime, keep your eye out as I
make my way around our city recognising
the work of so many people who make
Penrith such a great place to live. I am in a
privileged position where I get to see what
so many people do across all walks of life to
make our City great and your efforts never
cease to amaze me.

Cr John Thain
Penrith City Mayor

A CITY
DEAL FOR
WESTERN
SYDNEY
Mayor John Thain on the panel at the aerotropolis summit.

WESTERN SYDNEY
CLEARED FOR TAKE-OFF
In December, the Australian Government
released the Airport Plan for Western
Sydney Airport at Badgerys Creek. The
Plan outlines the concept for Stage 1
of the airport’s development which will
cater for up to 10 million passengers and
63,000 air trafﬁc movements annually by
2030.
For the ﬁrst time in more than 220 years
major investment in infrastructure is
taking place in Western Sydney, and the
airport is a big part of that picture.
Council sees the airport as the catalyst
for potential that can only be fully
realised if all the agencies – local, state
and federal work together to plan
and deliver a more productive and
connected region.
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Council is committed to working with
the Government to deliver a new airport

that delivers maximum beneﬁts to
the region in terms of transport and
infrastructure provision, employment
and economic development.
Road upgrades are well underway with
more to come. The Government has also
committed that rail will be operational
when the airport opens. Council is
continuing to push for a North-South
rail line that will link the airport with the
North-West and South-West growth
centres.
We will continue to advocate strongly on
the community’s behalf to ensure noise
impacts are not unfairly burdened on
any one community. We’re also working
hard to ensure our community beneﬁts
from the maximum infrastructure,
economic and job opportunities that will
ﬂow as a result of the future airport.

In October, Prime Minister, Malcolm
Turnbull, and then NSW Premier, Mike
Baird, created a formal partnership to
work together on ‘City Deals’ in New
South Wales – starting with the Western
Sydney City Deal.
from 2024 to 2040.
The City Deal will bring together
all three levels of government in a
collaborative partnership to create a
region that is more liveable and more
productive.
For a long time Penrith Council,
alongside the National Growth Areas
Alliance has lobbied strongly for such
an approach to our region and it’s
wonderful to see it becoming a reality.
We’d like to see the City Deal for
Western Sydney transform the region
through a program that transcends
governments and delivers real, positive
change over the next two decades.
One of the keys to this transformation
and the success of the Western Sydney
City Deal is rail. Rail has the power to
change everything. The North-South rail
link Council has been advocating for will
be key to the success of the City Deal.
It will create 60,000 jobs and boost the
economy to the tune of $44.7 billion

The Western Sydney City Deal should
supercharge economic investment and
job creation – driving productivity,
jobs growth and liveability. Creating
some structure and certainty about
the Government’s direction, alongside
investment is the ﬁrst step, and we’re
conﬁdent the private sector will follow
suit.
To be successful the City Deal must
include all levels of government, each
with real investment in the outcomes.
Local Government will play a leading
role in this, and it will require each
Western Sydney Council to think beyond
the boundaries of their local areas and
start to see the region-wide picture.
Penrith Council has a strong track
record of working on behalf of the
region and we intend to continue to
lead the way through the development
and implementation of the Western
Sydney City Deal.
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LET’S GET
READY TO RACE

SWITCH OFF TO JOIN THE FUTURE

Penrith is excited to be hosting the
Sydney leg of the Australian Corporate
Triathlon at the world-class International
Regatta Centre on Sunday 23 April.
It’s the ﬁrst time the event has been held
outside of Sydney Harbour and there is
no better place for this iconic race than
Penrith – the Adventure Capital of NSW.
Up to 2,000 participants will swim, ride
and run their way to triathlon glory at the
Olympic venue which is one of the best
triathlon courses in the world.
This is a once in a life time experience.
It’s also a unique opportunity to meet
industry counterparts, members of the
local community and business owners,
while enjoying all that Penrith has to offer.
Teams will also be raising money and
boosting awareness around the link
between mental health, exercise and
healthy working relationships.
Council has entered a team and we
would love to see local businesses
and organisations join us. For more
information or to register a team visit
www.corporatetriathlonseries.com.au/

Solar panel installation on the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre

At 8.30pm on Saturday 25 March,
Penrith City Council will be taking part
in Earth Hour and “switching off to join
the future”.
Earth Hour is celebrating 10 years since
it was started right here in Sydney, and
we’re proud to be celebrating our 10th
anniversary of supporting this worthy
event.
What started off as a local initiative
has become a global phenomenon
with 50-100 million people across 35
different countries now taking part
and supporting progress for future
generations.
Council will take part again this year,

switching off all non-essential lighting
at Council facilities. We encourage
everyone in the community to get
involved as well – switch off the lights at
home or work and join the future.
Sustainability and protecting and
preserving our environment is a high
priority for Council, and know the
community feels the same way, and so
we thought there was no better time to
share some of the great things we have
achieved over the last 10 years.
To keep up to date with local
sustainability news, as well as events
and workshops, subscribe to our
Sustainability eNews by emailing
andrew.hewson@penrith.city

COUNCIL HAS:
• Planted more than 48,600
plants
• Installed 221kW of solar panels
on Council facilities
• Collected and recycled 624
tonnes of electronic waste
• Safely disposed of 308 tonnes
of chemicals
• Recycled 167,974 tonnes of
plastic, cardboard, paper and
cans
• Recycled 233,888 tonnes of
kitchen and garden waste
• Sponsored the successful
Western Sydney University
Solar Car team
• Welcomed over 1,300 people
to our sustainable living
workshops

NEW CHANGE FACILITY
HELPING PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITY GO PLACES

Deputy Mayor, Tricia Hitchen and Mayor, John Thain inside the new Adult Change Room

A new adult change facility in the
Penrith CBD is now open and being
used.
Situated in the arcade adjoining the
Triangle Park, the $80,000 unisex
change room is set to transform
lives for many people. The lack of
appropriate toileting facilities has
previously been a fundamental
barrier to social inclusion but these
new facilities will allow people with a
disability to go places.
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The adult change room make it so much
easier for people with a disability to

get out and about in Penrith and enjoy
their time in the City knowing that their
toiletry and hygiene needs are catered
for, giving both themselves and their
carers a sense of freedom and dignity.
The spacious change room features a
height adjustable adult-sized changing
bench, a tracking hoist system and a
safe and clean environment and is the
ﬁrst of several that will be installed
around Penrith and St Marys with the
next location, East Lane in St Marys
expected to be completed by the end
of the year.

DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT THE MEN’S
SHEDS IN PENRITH?
Since 2010, Council ofﬁcers have been
working to ﬁll a gap in local men’s
services - the provision of designated
gathering spaces for men - or, as it
has become known, the ‘Men’s Shed
movement’.
Now the Penrith area boasts three
active local Sheds!
St Clair and District Men’s Shed Inc
currently meet at the Autumnleaf
Neighbourhood Centre and are also
presently working with Mamre House
to establish a workshop facility there.
Penrith Community Men’s Shed meet at
the Penrith Baptist Church at Caddens.
The Nepean Men’s Shed have recently
opened what is thought to be the
largest shed under one roof in Australia,
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Deputy Mayor, Councillor Tricia Hitchen with members of Nepean Men’s shed showing
off pallet furniture made for the Real Festival 2016.

at 18 Simeon Road Orchard Hills.
The Men’s Shed’s movement offers all
males over the age of 18, regardless
of their circumstances, a space where
they can connect with each other and
pass on their skills. Their motto is
“Men don’t talk face to face- they talk
shoulder to shoulder”.
A major report by Beyond Blue into
the beneﬁt of Men’s Sheds in 2013
found that Men’s Sheds help men cope
during signiﬁcant life changes such as
retirement, and are ideally placed to
have positive impacts on the mental
health and wellbeing of their members.
Council is proud to have these social
assets running in our local community
and will continue to be involved in
supporting them into the future.
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THE JOAN
GETS SPICY!
Penrith Performing & Visual Arts
celebrates culture, diversity and
connection right here at the heart of
Creative Penrith - the multicultural west.
This year things will be turned up another
notch when Spicy Penrith – the region’s
much-loved multicultural festival - takes
up residence at the Joan. Spicy Penrith in
all its sizzling glory is part of an evocative
sensation of blended ideas, cultural
sounds, smells and brilliant colour.

Furthering the search for meaning,
Circus Oz – Australia’s high octane,
cruelty-free rock’n’roll circus – will
explore what it really means to be a
model citizen in our ‘lucky’ country
today. The show, Model Citizens (26
& 27 May), will blend the risk, beauty
and rawness of acrobatic circus with
pumping music and stunning lighting
to take the audience on a visually and
emotionally charged journey as thought
provoking as it is thrilling.

At Spicy Penrith, 1 April from 5pm,
performers will come together for a
day of music, great food and dance
showcasing the vibrant subcontinental
cultures of Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
India. This fun, festive family day offers
everyone the chance to experience the
interconnection and cultural ﬂavours of
the wonderfully diverse west.
Also celebrating and exploring cultural
identity, while adding some spice to
traditional theatrical form is The Joan’s
homegrown production, Black Birds.
Produced by The Q, and on from 30
March – 8 April, Black Birds will blend
music, movement, spoken word and real
stories like never before! United by their
experiences as brown gals with afros,
the show’s creators Emele Ugavule and
Ayessha Ash will explore what it means
to be a woman of colour in modern day
Australia.

FAQs

PENRITH AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 2017

EXPERIENCE JAPAN
JOIN OUR
STUDENT EXCHANGE

If you are aged between 15 and 19 and live
in and/or attend school within Penrith City
you are eligible to be an ambassador for
Penrith and have the experience of a lifetime.

Information night
Wednesday
22 March 2017
7pm at the Penrith
Civic Centre,
601 High Street,
Penrith.

The program includes:
• Hosting a Japanese student in July 2017
• Spending 3 weeks in Fujieda during September and October 2017
• Staying with a Japanese family and experiencing the Japanese lifestyle
• Visit shrines and temples
• See Mt Fuji and take an excursion to Hiroshima

The following are frequently asked questions about the exchange program:
DO I HOST A STUDENT FROM FUJIEDA, JAPAN?
Yes, as part of the cultural exchange program you will host a student in your home,
usually in July. You will have the opportunity to communicate with your host brother
or sister prior to their arrival.
FUJIEDA – WHERE IS IT?
Fujieda City is located in Shizuoka Prefecture approximately 180km south west
of Tokyo and has been Penrith’s sister city since 1984.
ACCOMMODATION – WHERE DO I STAY?
Fujieda will organise homestay accommodation for you with your host
brother or sister.
LANGUAGE – HOW WILL I COMMUNICATE?
You don’t need to be able to speak Japanese. Your host
brother or sister will have some understanding of the English
language. Many students return from Japan with stories of
the fun they had communicating or trying to communicate!
PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Applications for the 2017 Penrith Student Ambassador Program
close 4pm on 29 April 2017.

penrithcity.nsw.gov.au
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Penrith International Friendship Committee
Contact:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

Penrith City Council
4732 7736
kate.hardman@penrith.city
penrithcity.nsw.gov.au
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PENRITH’S VISITOR
GUIDE GETS THE
STAR TREATMENT
Several high-proﬁle locals feature in the latest edition of Penrith’s Visitor Guide to share their favourite
things to do and places to go in the region.
Included in the new guide are Zokoko’s Michelle Morgan, Penrith Performing & Visual Arts CEO Hania
Radvan, Triple M’s Mark Geyer, Olympic medallist Jessica Fox and Television presenter Jason Dundas.
Another new feature is a suggested three-day itinerary which showcases what
Penrith offers and highlights its appeal as a long-weekend destination.
Penrith’s activities and attractions remain grouped into ﬁve adventure
categories, making it easier for people to ﬁnd the experience they want
to have in Penrith. These categories are family fun, adrenaline rush,
arts culture and heritage, outdoors and active, and eats and treats.
As well as a comprehensive list of attractions, events,
accommodation, cafes and restaurants the Visitor Guide contains
useful links to the Visit Penrith website and social media pages
and maps to direct visitors across the City.
Pick up a copy of the Visitor Guide from the Civic Centre, Penrith
City Library or from any visitor centre across NSW. It’s also
available to view and download from visitpenrith.com.au.
A large proportion of Penrith’s 1.3 million visitors each year are
travelling to the region to visit family and friends. Have you got
someone coming to stay with you soon? Make sure you’ve got a copy
of the new Visitor Guide at home for them to plan and make the most
of their time in Penrith!

PENRITH CITY
Everyone is welcome at Council meetings, which are held at the Civic Centre.
Ordinary meetings of Council and Policy Review Committee meetings are
held on Monday nights, usually every three weeks.
For meeting times and dates visit our website: penrithcity.nsw.gov.au

WE CAN HELP WITH:

PENRITH CIVIC CENTRE
601 High Street, Penrith

QUEEN STREET CUSTOMER
SERVICE CENTRE
207-209 Queen Street, St Marys
4732 7777
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4732 7958
council@penrithcity.nsw.gov.au
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• Abandoned vehicles
• Advertising signs
• Aged Care services
• Air pollution monitoring
• Appr ovals
• Building applications or
inspections
• Bus shelters
• Bush Fire Control
• Cemeteries
• Certiﬁ cates
(149, 149D, 317A & 603)
• Children’s Services
• Citizenship ceremonies
• Civic functions / community
events
• Clean-up bookings
• Compost bins
• Council carparks
• Council meetings
• Crossover inspections
• Development control
applications
• Disability services
• Dog Catcher / registration /
dead dogs & cats on roads
• Drainage
• Elections - Local
• Environmental health
• Environmental planning
• Food handling
• Footpaths

Share your adventure

#visitpenrith

visitpenrith.com.au
INTERPRETING ASSISTANCE

• Garbage - new services
• Graf ﬁti control
• Hall bookings
• Home Library services
• Immunisation
• Library services
• Local History
• Neighbourhood Centres
• Noise complaints
• Park bookings
• Parking control
• Planning approvals
• Policy matters
• Public buildings
• Publications
• Rates
• Recycling
• RID squad
• Road construction &
maintenance
• Senior Citizen centres
• Septic tanks
• Signs
• Street cleaning
• New street lighting
• Street numbers
• Sub-division
• Swimming pool fences
• T ourism
• Tree planting or removal
• Youth services
• Zoning

If you do not understand the information in this document,
please come to the Council and ask staff to arrange
interpreter services.

