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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the 
land on which we stand today.

We recognise their continuing connection to land, 
water and community and pay respects to Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

We support an indigenous voice to Parliament.
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What is the Circular Economy?

The circular economy decouples economic 
growth from the consumption of finite 
resources, designing waste out of the system. 



What is the Circular Economy?

Circular Economy is based on three principles:

1. Design out waste and pollution at every stage of production, use 
and end-of-life..

2. Keep products and materials in use at their highest possible 
value. 

3. Regenerate natural systems for example through water, food, 
organics recycling, the removal of toxic waste, tree planting.

Circular Australia  support an Australian circular economy 
that matches environmental goals with social ambitions. 



Tackling 45% of overlooked emissions

Completing the Picture: How the Circular Economy Tackles Climate Change, Ellen MacArthur Foundation

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/Completing_The_Picture_How_The_Circular_Economy-_Tackles_Climate_Change_V3_26_September.pdf


Source Building a Circular Future. Prof. Jacqueline Cramer

Circular Economy Hierarchy



Australia has a target to develop a 
Circular Economy by 2030

Australian Environment Ministers  Oct 22 
“work with the private sector to design out 
waste and pollution, keep materials in use 

and foster markets to achieve a circular 
economy by 2030.”



Developing a Roadmap:
CE Ministerial Advisory Group



A $2 trillion economic opportunity

$15B National 
Reconstruction 
Fund

Made in Australia
Re-Made in Australia

Buy Australian



What are some of the key sectors that will catalyse the CE in Aust?



Consumers want CE products



Unused household Items    
The number of items consumers own not used in 12 months



Opportunity for 
new 

collaborations

Potential to 
scale

Consistent with 
public policy 
settings and 
expert advice

A problematic 
waste stream 
containing a 
potentially 

valuable 
resource

New Circular Supply Chain Alliances



Circular Plastics in Healthcare



Circular Plastics in Healthcare

● NSW Hospitals generate waste the size of the Sydney Harbour Bridge
● Costing the NSW Government at least $16M to dispose of
● 80,000 pieces of clinical waste plastic were collected in 3 months
● By recycling just 40-60 percent of the clinical waste currently incinerated or 

landfilled, NSW hospitals could create annual savings equivalent to the cost of 
hiring 40 nurses



Measuring action
 



Circular Economy Metrics 

31 potential circular economy metrics across:
material use, energy, greenhouse gas emissions, jobs, investment, 
water, and the natural environment



Circular Economy Metrics 

1. Carbon savings from recycling
2. New investment in recycling infrastructure and capabilities capacity
3. Sustainable procurement
4. Industrial ecology performance in business networks
5. Jobs in reuse, repair, and recycling 
6. The Circularity gap on how far we need to go in economy-wide 

material flows

UTS Institute for Sustainable Futures

31 potential circular economy metrics across:
material use, energy, greenhouse gas emissions, jobs, investment, 
water, and the natural environment



Why we need a dedicated peak body on 
circular economy

● Represent the many diverse voices
● Transition brokering across sectors & systems
● Collaborating to scale
● Evidence-based data on economics, definitions & 

metrics
   





Circular Australia Strategic 
Priorities



Collaboration:
Circular Australia Taskforces 


