MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC FORUM
OF PENRITH CITY COUNCIL
VIDEO STREAMED ON THE COUNCIL WEBSITE
AND IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ON MONDAY 27 JULY 2026 AT 7:00 PM

PUBLIC FORUM GUIDELINES

The Public Forum is held at 7:00pm, prior to the Ordinary Meeting in compliance with the
Public Forum guidelines. It allows members of the community to speak publicly on any item
listed on the Ordinary Meeting agenda. The Public Forum is livestreamed and video
recorded for public viewing on Council’s website.

WEBCASTING STATEMENT

His Worship the Mayor, Councillor Todd Carney read a statement advising that Public
Forums are recorded and webcast.

PRESENT

His Worship the Mayor, Councillor Todd Carney, Deputy Mayor Garion Thain and Councillors
Robin Cook, Sue Day, Ross Fowler OAM, Glenn Gardiner, Sabbie Kaur, Hollie McLean,
Edwin Mifsud, Reece Nuttall, Vanessa Pollak, Faithe Skinner and John Thain.

APOLOGIES
Councillor Libby Austin and Councillor Kirstie Boerst.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Interest.

Dominic Hogan

Item 4 - Outcomes of Public Exhibition — Planning Proposal for 170 Russell Street, Emu
Plains (PP-2021-4118)

Dominic Hogan, affected person, spoke against the recommendation on ltem 4 - Outcomes
of Public Exhibition — Planning Proposal for 170 Russell Street, Emu Plains (PP-2021-4118)
on behalf of a landowner. He stated that the report did not present the full picture, as the
briefing documents did not include flood development mapping for the completed planning
proposal. Dominic asked for a fair and balanced report to be presented to Council, for
officers to resolve the outstanding agency submission with DCCEEW before the matter
proceeds to the Department and for incorrect and misleading statements to be removed from
the business paper.

Michael Rodger

Item 4 - Outcomes of Public Exhibition — Planning Proposal for 170 Russell Street, Emu
Plains (PP-2021-4118)

Robert Leslie, affected person spoke against the recommendation on ltem 4 - Outcomes of
Public Exhibition — Planning Proposal for 170 Russell Street, Emu Plains (PP-2021-4118).
Robert spoke about the flood planning levels and stated that the information provided for the



site was not accurate. He noted that, while the strategy identified some areas in Emu Plains
as requiring higher flood planning levels due to higher risk, this site was not identified as a
high-risk area and no changes to the flood planning levels were recommended for the site or
surrounding land. He also stated that the report’s suggestion that recent changes to flood
planning policy resulted in the proposal not being supported was factually incorrect, as the
current Ministerial Direction for floodplain development has been in place since 2023 and the
Gateway Determination was issued in 2024.

RESOLVED on the MOTION of Councillor Reece Nuttall seconded Councillor Ross Fowler
OAM that the speaker be granted an extension of time to conclude his address.

Robert Leslie continued by discussing the government agencies consulted and their support
for the planning proposal. He stated that seven agencies were consulted, with six recording
no objection and one outstanding submission remaining from DCCEEW. He reaffirmed that
they had spoken directly with the SES and Reconstruction Authority, which had not raised
any objections to the planning proposal or the rezoning proceeding.

Nadine Sibbald
Item 6 — Proposed Battery Storage Facility, Mulgoa

Nadine Sibbald, affected person, spoke in support of the recommendation on ltem 6 —
Proposed Battery Storage Facility, Mulgoa. Nadine spoke on industrial developments that
should be located strictly within designated industrial zones and highlighted the importance
of protecting the Mulgoa Valley as a rural and cultural landscape of high national
significance. She also emphasised preserving the area’s early colonial history, rare native
plants and open green spaces from urban growth.

Lisa Harrold
Iltem 6 — Proposed Battery Storage Facility, Mulgoa

Lisa Harrold, affected person, spoke in support of the recommendation on ltem 6 —
Proposed Battery Storage Facility, Mulgoa. Lisa spoke about the scale and nature of the
project supported by the new IDA and reiterated the IDA eligibility criteria. She stated that the
proposal represented both the industrialisation and commercialisation of Mulgoa,
emphasising that it would not be a public asset but would be privately owned, managed and
profited from by the Castle Group.

RESOLVED on the MOTION of Councillor Reece Nuttall seconded Councillor Sue Day that
that the speaker be granted an extension of time to conclude her address.

Lisa continued and questioned the motivation for the proposal, stating that it was financial
and economic rather than altruistic or intended to solve the world’s energy crisis. She also
raised concerns regarding bushfire complications, biodiversity and impacts on surrounding
heritage sites. She spoke in support of the recommendation and commended Council for its
actions over many decades to conserve Mulgoa’s natural and cultural heritage.

Mayor Councillor Todd Carney declared the Public Forum closed, the time being 7:33pm.



