
unusual perspective showing 
water overflowing along 
pavement. The photo is a strong 
reminder of how every drop 
counts.  
The primary message for National 
Water Week 2009 is that we are 
all responsible for our water 
future.  
Did you know: 
 The total length of all 

waterways within the Penrith 
Local Government Area is 
approximately 1,500km; 

 There are 73 gross pollutant 
traps within Penrith that 
removed 371 tonnes of litter, 
from our waterways last year.  

To celebrate National Water 
Week 2009, Council launched an 
e x c i t i n g  P h o t o g r a p h i c 
Competition with the theme “Our 
Water, Our Future”. The 
competition encouraged amateur 
photographers of all ages to 
submit a photograph that 
captured what this theme meant 
to them. We received an 
outstanding response, with many 
high quality entries. 

The winners were presented with 
their prizes at a special ceremony 
held at the Penrith Whitewater 
Stadium.  

Jose Sanz from Cambridge Park 
was the winner of the Open 
category with his series of three 
photos depicting his journey 
down Werrington Creek. He 
describes the beauty and 
challenges we face in protecting 
our waterways for our children. 

The winner of the 12 – 18 year 
age category was Leonay resident 
Madeline Sturt from Blaxland 
High School, who submitted an 
image that depicts the beauty of 
our magnificent river and the 
biodiversity that relies on it. 
Jessica Pabian from Oxley Park 
Public School was the winner of 
the Under 12 category with a 
great close up photo from an 
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Our Water, Our Future - Competition Winners 
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 Organics Plant Open for 

Tours 

 Book Your Catchment 
Tour Now 

 Sunshine for 2009 Solar 
Boat Challenge 

 Winner’s Artwork on 
Show 

 Attn: HSC Students 

 

Winner’s Artwork On Show 

The winners of the ‘For a Greener 
Future’ poster competition were 
announced recently at Penrith 
City Council’s Family Fun Day. 
Students were asked to design a 
poster with the theme ‘For a 
greener future’, with entries  
received from seven local schools.  

Congratulations to Micheal 
Zaatini from North St Marys Public 
School who was our overall prize 
winner. Michael received a 
surprise at Family Fun Day when it 
was revealed that his poster was 
copied onto the side of one of the 
new organics collection trucks!  

Congratulations to the following 
Stage winners and runners up.  

Early Stage 1 / Stage 1 
Winner: Dylan Ferguson 
Runner Up: Joseph Tuimauvave 

Stage 2 
Winner: Ellie Holland 
Runner Up: Megan Ingram 

Stage 3 
Winner: Micheal Zaatini 
Runner Up: Kaylee Moeller 

All entries have been on display in the 
Civic Centre at Penrith and are also on 
display on the Council’s website.  
The new 3 bin waste service is 
now up and running for most 
households in Penrith, which is 
already diverting large volumes of 
organic waste from landfill. The 
organics bin is for all food and 
garden waste, with no plastic 
bags, excess recycling or 
household garbage permitted in 
this bin. This organic material is 
being recycled into high quality 
compost and used to improve and 
maintain our parks, gardens and 
sporting fields.  

For more information about the 3 
bin waste service or inquiries 
about waste education contact 
Amanda Morahan on 4732 7734.  

 There is about 580km of 
stormwater pipeline in the 
Penrith area, with over 20,000 
stormwater pits forming part 
of the stormwater network, 
this is not connected to sewer 
and flows directly to our 
creeks and rivers  

Caring for Penrith's waterways 
and our precious water resources 
is everyone's responsibility as it's 
our water, our future. Next year 
we will be running the photo 
competition again as part of 
National Water Week so keep an 
eye out and be sure to enter! 

Above— Competition winners (left to right) Jose Sanz, Madeline Sturt, Jessica Pabian with Penrith Mayor, Councillor 
Kevin Crameri OAM.       Top—Winning photograph by Madeline Sturt from Blaxland High School.  

Penrith City Council is currently 
recruiting for traineeships in 
2010.  

This is an opportunity for HSC 
students to develop some great 
skills and gain a qualification 
while earning a weekly wage!  

Our Traineeship Program has 
helped many people start their 
careers.  

We are looking for motivated 
people to fill the following: 

 Business Administration—13 
positions offered across a 
range of departments 

 Child Care—21 positions 

 Information Technology—1 
position 

 Sport & Recreation 
(Swimming) - 1 position  

For more details visit our website 
or contact Diana Tuckwell on 
4732 7669.  

 
 

 
 

Would you like 
to receive a 

copy of this 
newsletter via 
email? Register 
for our mailing 

list by calling  
Council on  
4732 8050  

 

Above— Competition winners with then Mayor, Councillor Jim Aitken OAM in front of the SITA organics collection truck. 

Attn: HSC Students 



Sunshine for 2009 Solar Boat Challenge! 

November Issue—Term 4, 2009 November Issue—Term 4, 2009 

Organics Plant Open For Tours 

Would your students like to see 
how food and garden waste is 
being turned into compost?  

Recently Penrith City Council 
started a new 3 bin waste service 
for most people living in our urban 
areas.  

The new 3 bin waste service 
includes a full organics collection 
where all food and garden waste is 
collected weekly and turned into 
high quality compost. All the food 
and garden waste collected in the 
green organics bins are taken to 
SITA’s Advanced Waste Treatment 
Facility (SAWT) at Kemps Creek 
where the organics material is 
turned into compost. This SAWT 
composting facility is opening its 
doors to local schools and 
interested residents to celebrate 
National Recycling Week. 

 

Council’s Waterways 
Management Team are offering 
a free catchment tour to Year 6 
students within the Local 
Government Area.  

The catchment tour has been 
developed to engage with local 
schools in the City on water 
quality issues, teaching about 
the importance of stormwater 
and the impact we have on our 
waterways, and introducing the 
concept of a catchment to the 
students.  

The educational activities hosted 
by the Sydney Catchment 
Authority at Warragamba Dam 
always prove popular, including 
going onto the dam itself.  

The tour also includes an 
inspection of a Gross Pollutant 
Trap (GPT) in Penrith which 
visually shows the type of 
pollution making its  way 
through the stormwater system, 
and a visit to Werrington Creek 
where rehabilitation works have 
been undertaken. This stop 
allows students to ‘get their 
hands dirty’ and participate in 
bushcare and landcare activities. 

It’s a great day out of the 
classroom where students get 
the opportunity to learn about 
the environment in a fun and 
interactive way.  

Council is currently taking 
bookings for Term 1 and 2 of the 
2010 school year, but places are 
limited so get in quick! 

To book your place on a 
catchment tour or to find out 
more about the activities please 
contact Council’s Stormwater 
Management Officer, Daria 
Rech, on 4732 8221. 

 

 

Book Your  
Catchment  
Tour Now 

Hundreds of dedicated solar boat 
enthusiasts came from far and 
wide to take part in the Penrith 
City Council sponsored Solar Boat 
Challenge held at the Sydney 
International Regatta Centre on 25 
September 2009.  

11 teams from local schools 
participated, competing against 
schools from as far away as 
Tasmania and Queensland. 

Local schools included Cambridge 
Park Public School, Claremont 
Meadows  Pub l i c  Schoo l , 
Werrington Public School, 
Cambridge Park High School, 
Colyton High School, Glenmore 
Park High School, Jamison High 
School, Kingswood High School, 
Nepean High School, Penrith 
Anglican College and Penrith High 
School. 

Mrs Chris Jobson from Cambridge 
Park Public School was pleased the 
students did so well, picking up 
first place with their HMAS 
Featherduster, so named because 
it is so light!  

Mrs Jobson said ”The Challenge 
was great and the kids really 
enjoyed what they did. They 
undertook research, investigated 
solar boats and then did all the 
building and shaping themselves. 
They worked as a team and there 
was great team spirit. They are a 
great group of kids.”   

For more information visit: 
www.solarchallenge.com.au. 

Above— Students from Cambridge Park Public School with their winning  

Boat ‘HMAS Featherduster’.  

Debating Our 
Future 
Four Year 7 students from 
Glenmore Park High School 
represented the Penrith area at 
the third Western Sydney Regional 
Environmental Debating 
Competition.  

The day saw a round robin event 
with the team from Glenmore Park 
competing against Birrong Boys 
High School and Bede Polding 
College. Unfortunately the team 
didn’t make it through to the 
Grand Final, which was debated 
between Christian Community 
College and Birrong Boys High 
with the very interesting topic 
‘Bottled water should be banned’.  

Congratulations to the team from 
Glenmore Park High who did a 
great job representing Penrith and 
put forward some interesting 
arguments on a range of 
environmental issues.   

 

The Challenge aims to increase 
awareness in the areas of 
sustainability, climate change and 
alternative energies in an 
interesting way as teams work 
together to build a fully functional 
solar boat. Groups could choose to 
build either a remote controlled, 
or a wire  guided boat, catering 
for a range in levels of experience 
and expertise.  

Penrith's primary schools were very 
successful with Cambridge Park 
Public School taking out first place 
in the Junior Wire Guided 
category, with Claremont 
Meadows Public School and 
Werrington Public School taking 
out second and third place 
respectively. Jamison High School 
also placed second in the Junior 
Remote Control Class.  

National Recycling Week runs from 
9-13 November 2009. Penrith City 
Council and SITA are now taking 
bookings from interested schools 
for tours of this organics recycling 
facility. The SAWT education centre 
has recently opened and teachers 
with students Stage 3 and above 
are invited to attend a tour of the 
centre during National Recycling 
Week.  

During these tours the machinery 
will be running and students will 
get to see how organic material 
processed from the household 
organics bin is being turned into 
compost. 

SITA is also accepting bookings 
from schools for tours outside 
National Recycling week. Tours will 
be available starting term 1 2010. 
For all school inquiries please 
contact Ngaire Breen at SITA on 
(02) 9826 3113.  

Above— Take your students on a tour through the organics processing 
facility and see waste like this converted into high quality compost. 






